
 
While on the sidewalk in front of the abortion clinic, Guadalupe Workers hand out a very simple 5”x7” card, featuring on 
one side a scan code giving the mothers access to video links.  There’s nothing at all bulky or preachy about it; 
nevertheless, many women merely glance at it and say, over and over, “No thank you.”  When one young woman, this 
past Saturday, gave me the terse “No thank you,” I became a bit annoyed and responded, “Why? Because it’s easier to 
kill?”  Then, for the first time in our encounter, she gave me eye contact and responded, “Yes.”  With that she 
disappeared into the black hole, otherwise known as the front door of the abortion clinic. 

There is such a deep cynicism out there on the streets, an utter conviction that neither truth nor goodness exist.  This 
cynicism is very hard to crack in many women, even after we have brought them away from the abortion clinic, even 
after we have helped them to pay off a DTE bill or find their own little apartment.  Two weeks ago, a woman, Chris, who 
had been at Summit in the morning, but had not gone in, that same afternoon came to us for an ultrasound.  Alicia had 
not been at the clinic that morning, but made a special trip to do the ultrasound, after which we provided Chris with 
items for her other children.   However, just as she was about to go, Alicia asked her, “Do you think it is ever justified to 
kill another human being?”  Chris didn’t hesitate.  “Oh yes,” she said, “if that’s what it takes for me to survive.  My body 
created the child, and I have the right to end it.” 

This is why the Guadalupe Workers establish multi-faceted, long-term relationships with our mothers. And this is why 
one will hear us rarely use terms like “saves” or “turn-aways.”  The cynicism is so deep, that if a mother turns away from 
the abortion clinic on one day, she very well may be back on the next.  We have even had to engage in second 
generation turn-aways—meaning, cases in which a mother whom we met at the abortion clinic five or ten years ago, 
now shows up with her own teenage daughter.  It’s very hard to determine when a life is “saved,” as it is very hard for a 
Detroit mother to “turn away” from the temptation of a four or five hundred dollar quick fix to all her problems. 

We know, then, that our interactions with the mother must go beyond what she immediately needs for the new baby.  
There has to be a fundamental change in the way that she looks at the world, a change which can occur only after 
months and years of relationship and hours upon hours of conversations.  We have begun to recognize, however, that in 
the last couple of years we have not been in balance:  we have done more towards providing the immediate needs than 
in providing the relationship and conversations (which we have done, but perhaps not to the extent that we could).  To a 
great extent, this is the fault of our home on Rademacher Street, where we have been for the past two years. As much 
as we love it, it simply has not been big enough to host the gatherings and the dinners that we once had in larger, rented 
facilities. 

(A solution we are pondering, then, is to build a very simple type of meeting hall in the empty lot, which we own, right 
next to our house.  A basic shell could be constructed for about $10,000, after which we would make year by year 
improvements in insulation and amenities.  More on this later!) 

In sum, as old as we are getting and as long as we have been at this work, we want to dig in even deeper.  Because: we 
have seen many authentic “turn-aways”!  We have seen once abortion-determined mothers sending us their abortion 
minded-friends, one after another.  We have seen women with contraceptive implants and IUDs making appointments 
for their removal.  And we have seen the gift of life, in the forms of many, many newborn children. 

CONTACT GUADALUPE WORKERS OR DONATE AT  
Guadalupe Workers - Donate Guadalupe Workers  is an approved tax-exempt organization by the IRS under Section 
501(c)(3)   - Detroit, MI  

Or if you prefer, please send your donation to: Guadalupe Workers  67919 8 W Eight Mile Road South Lyon, MI 48178   
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